
 

 

 

 
 

 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
 

 
 

Commencement Exercises 
Class of 

Two Thousand Twenty-Six 
 
 

The Rialto Center for the Arts 
 

One Thirty p.m. 
 

 
May 16, 2026 

Atlanta, Georgia 



 

 
 

  
PRELUDE ............................................................................................... 
 

Prelude, Sigurd Jorsalfor by Edvard Grieg 

PROCESSIONAL .................................................................................. 
 

Pomp and Circumstance March by Edward Elgar 

  
PROCESSIONAL MARSHALS ......................................................... 
 

Justin Huggins, Valedictorian– Part-Time Division  
Maria Jarman, Valedictorian– Full-Time Division 

  
NATIONAL ANTHEM ....................................................................... 
 

Amadeus String Ensemble 

  
INVOCATION ...................................................................................... 
 

Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 
The Lamp Christian Church, Senior Pastor 

  

WELCOME .............................................................................................  
 

Martin L. Ellin 
Dean 

  
REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF STUDENT BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

Jayla Hill 
President, Student Bar Association 

  
AWARDS  ................................................................................................ Judith M. Barger 
 Vice-Dean and Professor of Law 
  
INTRODUCTION OF 
JASMINE RAND. .................................................................................. 

Martin L. Ellin 
Dean 

  
ADDRESS................................................................................................ 
 

Jasmine Rand 
Civil Rights Activist, Law Professor & Attorney to 
the Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown Families 

  
CONFERRING OF DEGREE .......................................................... Martin L. Ellin 

Dean 
Adam Malone 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

  
INTRODUCTION OF VALEDICTORIANS Judith M. Barger 

Vice-Dean and Professor of Law 
  

REMARKS FROM THE CLASS ........................................................ Justin Huggins 
2026 Valedictorian – Part-Time Division 
Maria Jarman   
2026 Valedictorian – Full-Time Division 

  
REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF THE ALUMNI BOARD Shilpa Jadwani 

President, Alumni Association  
Board of Directors 

  
BENEDICTION .................................................................................... Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 

The Lamp Christian Church, Senior Pastor 
  
CLOSING REMARKS ......................................................................... Martin L. Ellin 
 Dean 
  
RECESSIONAL ..................................................................................... 
 

Grand March from "Aida" by Verdi 

The Audience is requested to remain seated during the recessional. 



 

 
 

As a courtesy to our guests, we ask that you silence all communication devices and assure that all small children are monitored or removed if causing a 
distraction. 



 

 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Honors 
Jasmine Rand 

 
Attorney Jasmine Rand is a nationally recognized civil rights attorney, legal scholar, and advocate for social 
justice. She is the founding attorney of RAND LAW, L.L.C., a Miami-based civil litigation firm, where her 
practice focuses on civil rights, human rights, catastrophic personal injury, and wrongful death matters. 
 
Attorney Rand gained national prominence for her representation of the family of Trayvon Martin and has 
since remained at the forefront of high-profile civil rights advocacy. Her work extends internationally, including 
serving as legal counsel in matters presented before the United Nations that contributed to the adoption of a 
landmark human rights resolution addressing excessive use of force by law enforcement. 
 
In addition to her legal practice, Attorney Rand is an accomplished educator and speaker. She serves as an 
adjunct professor at the University of Miami School of Law and has lectured at institutions around the world, 
including Harvard Law School, the University of the West Indies, and Mohammed V University in Morocco. 
Her global engagement has included consulting with members of the Moroccan judiciary on the implementation 
of international human rights standards. 
 
Attorney Rand’s professional distinctions include recognition by the National Bar Association as one of the 
nation’s “Top 40 Lawyers Under 40” and the Distinguished Civil Rights Advocate Award from the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. She is also a frequent legal analyst appearing on national and 
international media outlets. 
 
A graduate of the University of Georgia and Florida State University College of Law, Attorney Rand continues 
to inspire future legal professionals through her commitment to advancing justice, equality, and the rule of law. 
 
Attorney Jasmine Rand now brings her extensive experience, expert teachings and unmatched passion to her 
thought provoking and gripping keynotes. Recognized by the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law’s 
national Distinguished Civil Rights Advocate Award, “For fulfilling the legal profession’s highest ideal in 
advancing equal justice for all,” Rand’s programs promise to be a must for America’s future leaders and 
champions for change. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

Lauren Dajah Covington 
Minji Kim 
Yakira M. Sadler 

Anna Lee Stone 
Jasmine L. Woodruff 

Paige Kathleen Abell* 
Morgan Scott Albritton, cum laude* 
Molly Allen 
Raul I. Alvizua* 
Kendice Armstrong 
Robert Byron Lee Armstrong* 
Sheretha Ashford 
Ramsey Ayikwei, cum laude 
Jazmin Lanae Beard* 
Alyssa Marie Beltz 
Piaja Brooks* 
Ryan Kelly Callahan* 
Austin Thomas Cauffman 
Christopher Austin Clayton 
Timecca Cordero 
Diamond Marie Daniels 
Nicole Diane DeLettera 
Evita Dmitrijeva 
Jada Corine DuClair 
Devin Eady 
Yajaira Vanegas Escobar, cum laude 
Wilson Evans, cum laude 
Taylor J. Evers 
Kendall Montgomery Farkas 
Shaina Carelle Fears 
Kirby T. Ferry 
Alexandria Forrester 
Jaquan V. Fulton 
Vincenzo Gaudino 
Brooke Gordon 
Madesen Grant 
Jadyn Adia Gray-Hough 
Ana Paulina Gutierrez* 
Elaina Hardwick* 
Collin Decker Hasty 
Jayla Lametria Hill 
Justin McCoy Huggins, magna cum laude 
Azalea A. Hutchins* 
Tatiana Isern* 
Zachary Charles Jacobs 
Mafatou C. Jagne 

Brian Jaramillo 
Maria E. Jarman, magna cum laude 
Jee Yeoon Jeung, cum laude 
Theron Johnson 
Armika Jolly 
Jasmine D. Jones 
Nicholas Garger Jones, cum laude 
Ahmed Jad Kahla 
Salman Mustafa Khan 
Konstantinos Lazaros Kochilas 
Wallace Griffin Lail 
Gizelle Marie Lamastus 
Khrystyn Linder 
Amber Mari Y. Llena 
Matthew Lee Lundy 
Maleigh Arnold Masse 
Madelyn Hannah Mayo 
Hunter McManus 
Michael McMillan 
Justin Mgbeokwere 
Gabriel Joseph Mills 
Jacob B. Moskowitz 
Jennan Moughrabi, cum laude 
Ishlah K. Muhammad 
Alexandra Ligia Negru 
Chisom Okereke 
Damilola Osinfolarin 
Brittany Fluellen Parker 
Anjali Patel, cum laude 
Deeandra J. Patterson 
Jacob Alan Potter 
Dominique S. Pringle 
Phillip Antonio Pringle 
C. Thomas Proenza, cum laude 
Natalie Marie Rabun 
Aaron Edward Ridenour, cum laude* 
Andres Rincon, Jr. 
Justin Roger* 
Jennifer Carolyn Rogers 
Laina Elizabeth Sansom 
Bradley Lynn Scott 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
December 2025 

 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
May 2026 

 



 

 
*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 

Jordan Elisa Sharpe 
David Smith, magna cum laude  
Kris Snyder 
Shulammite Son 
Thomas Aloysius Steinmetz 
Abbigail Jean Stone 
Chloe Rae Strickland-Teems, cum laude 
Jack Susie, cum laude* 
Assy Fall Sy 

Madeline Grace Townsend 
Caleb Vander Ven 
Chasity Washington* 
Terrica Washington 
Donte' M. Watkins, Sr.* 
Kristen Haley Williams* 
Taylor Amber Williams 
Maya Simone Wilson 
Nadia Wilson

Brittany Nicole Bolden 
Douglas Colby Godwin 

Isaac Baker Patterson 

 
                                                             CANDIDATES 
                                                   JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
                                                            December 2026 

Cayla Patrice Petty Duncan A. Quarless III 

 
2026 STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 

Pro Bono Distinction Award 
Timecca Cordero Maria E. Jarman 

Yajaira Vanegas Escobar  Amber Mari Y. Llena 
Jadyn Adia Gray-Hough Anjali Patel 

Chloe Rae Strickland-Teems 
 

Excellence in Pro Bono  
Jazmin Lanae Beard Aaron Edward Ridenour 

Elaina Hardwick Andres Rincon, Jr. 
Azalea A. Hutchins Taylor Amber Williams 

 
The Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears Pro Bono Award 

Armika Jolly 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Award for  
Excellence in Appellate Advocacy 

C. Thomas Proenza Aaron Edward Ridenour 

 
Judge Harold R. Banke Advocacy Award 

Ryan Kelly Callahan Maria E. Jarman 
 

Henning Award for The Atlanta Bar Association  
Dispute Resolution Section 

Anjali Patel 
 

American Bankruptcy Institute Medal of Excellence 
Sharetha Ashford 

 
National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student Award 

Jennan Moughrabi

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
July 2026 



 

 

Georgia Association for Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student Award 
Damilola Osinfolarin 

 
CCJI Dedication to Justice Award 

Chasity Washington 

 
                                                                  Salutatorians 
Part-Time: Anjali Patel Full-Time:     David Smith 

 
Order of Quill 

 
Maria E. Jarman, Honor Scholar and Marshall of the Order David Smith, Honor Scholar of the Order 
Justin McCoy Huggins, Scholar of the Order C. Thomas Proenza, Scholar of the Order 
Ramsey Ayikwei, Member of the Order Austin Thomas Cauffman, Member of the Order 
Jacob B. Moskowitz, Member of the Order Chloe Rae Strickland-Teems, Member of the Order 

 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Outstanding Graduate Award 

Part-Time: Anjali Patel Full-Time:     Madeline Grace Townsend 

 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Law Journal Executive Board 

Madeline Grace Townsend 
Editor-in-Chief 

 
Chloe Rae Stickland-Teems 

Executive Managing Editor 
David Smith 

Executive Legislative Editor 

 
Kendice Armstrong Phillip Antonio Pringle 

Executive Symposium Editor Online Access & Internet Presence Editor 
 

Ramsey Ayikwei Jocob B. Moskowitz 
Austin Thomas Cauffman C. Thomas Proenza 

Matthew Lee Lundy Anjali Patel 

Line Editors 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

Martin L. Ellin  
Dean 

B.A., Duke University 
J.D., University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law 

 
Judith M. Barger 

Vice Dean 
Professor of Law 

B.S., Wright State University 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 

 
 

Michael S. Boone 
Associate Dean of Assessments and Academic 

Performance 
B.S., Texas Christian University 
J.D., Franklin Pierce Law Center 

LL.M., Temple University School of Law 
 

Dr. Sheryl E. Harrison 
Associate Dean of Students Affairs  
B.S., North Carolina Agricultural & 

Technical State University 
M.B.A., Wake Forest University 

J.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 

Scot Goins 
Associate Dean of Academic Achievement, Bar 

Success, and Data Analytics 
B.S., University of Georgia 

J.D., New York University School of Law 
 



 

 

FACULTY 
 
K. Lee Adams 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Mecca Anderson 
Associate Professor of Legal Practice 
and Director of Externship Programs 
B.A., New College of California 
J.D., Valparaiso University School of Law 
 
Joanna B. Apolinsky 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
J.D., Georgia State University College of 
Law 
 
Robert Brown 
Associate Professor 
B.A., Morehouse College 
J.D., University of Pennsylvania 
 
Vickie Carlton 
Associate Professor 
B.S., University of Alabama 
J.D., Mercer University 
 
Kari Mercer Dalton 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Boston College 
J.D., Loyola University 
 
Jace C. Gatewood 
Professor of Law 
A.B., Georgetown University 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Jennifer Giles 
Legal Writing Instructor 
B. A., Heidelberg College 
J.D., Saint Louis University of Law 
 
Jeanette Holmes 
Associate Professor of Leal Practice 
B.A., Vanderbilt University 
J.D., Emory University School of Law 
 
Elizabeth M. Jaffe 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Emory University 
J.D., Washington University School of Law 

Neva Browning Jeffries 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Dr. Mitchell Longan 
Assistant Professor of Law 
B.A., Mercer University 
J.D., Tulane University School of Law 
Ph.D, University of Sussex 
 
Bruce Luna, II 
Associate Professor 
B.S., University of Maryland 
J.D., The University of Texas School of Law 
 
Suparna Malempati 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Dartmouth College 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Tanya McAdams 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Kennesaw State University 
J.D., Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
 
Michael J. McCabe II 
Legal Writing Instructor 
B.A., Georgia Institute of Technology 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Lance McMillian 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Michael Mears 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Mississippi State 
M.S., Mississippi State 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Sharon Phillips-Biondini 
Assistant Professor of Legal Practice 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J. D., Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
 
 
 
 

Rebecca Milter 
Assistant Dean of Admissions and Recruitment 

B.A., University of Georgia 

 



 

 

Jonathan Rapping 
Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Chicago 
M.P.A., Princeton University 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Nicholas Smith 
Assistant Professor of Legal Studies 
B.A., Carson-Newman University 
J.D., Western New England University School 
of Law 
 
 
 
 

Jeffrey A. Van Detta 
The John E. Ryan Professor of Int'l 
Business   & Workplace Law 
B.A., Union College 
J.D., Albany Law School of Union 

University 

Emma Wylly 
Assistant Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Virginia 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Adam Malone, Esq. 
Chairman of the Board 
Partner, Malone Law 

 

Kevin Ross, Esq. 
Vice-Chairman of the Board 

President, Kevin Ross Public Affairs 
Group LLC 

Kevin Cieply, Ed. D. 
Founder, Cieply Law and Partner, 

RAMA International Inc. 

Honorable Judge Ural Glanville 
Chief Judge, Superior Court of 

Fulton County 

Teri P. McClure, Esq. 
Former General Counsel and 

CHRO, Sr. VP of Labor Relations 
and Communications, UPS of 

America, Inc. 
 

Malcolm L. Morris 
Dean Emeritus and Professor of 

Law,  
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 

Dr. Lawrence B. Schlachter 
DDS, MD, JD, Schlachter Law 

Firm 
 

Linda A. Klein, Esq. 
Advisor 

Shareholder, Baker Donelson 

Private philanthropic support remains essential to the continued success of Atlanta’s John Marshall Law 
School. Your generosity enables us to provide financial assistance to the next generation of legal 

professionals, ensuring they have the resources and opportunities they need to succeed. 

For additional information on giving or to create a scholarship in honor of your graduate, please contact 
Wendy Aina, Chief Development Officer, at waina@johnmarshall.edu or via phone at (678) 916-2674. 

Make a Secure Online Gift Today at www.johnmarshall.edu/giving 
 

Music by Amadeus String Ensemble 
Photography by Grad Images 

mailto:waina@johnmarshall.edu
http://www.johnmarshall.edu/giving

