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Commencement Exercises 
Class of 
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Two Thousand and Twenty-One 
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One Thirty p.m. 

 
 

May 22, 2021 
Atlanta, Georgia 



 

  
PRELUDE .................................................................................... 
 

Prelude, Sigurd Jorsalfor by Edvard Grieg 

PROCESSIONAL ....................................................................... 
 

Pomp and Circumstance March by Edward Elgar 

PROCESSIONAL MARSHALL .............................................. 
 

Professor Jeffrey VanDetta 

WELCOME..................................................................................  
 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean 

  
NATIONAL ANTHEM ............................................................ 
 

Amadeus String Ensemble 

INVOCATION ........................................................................... 
 

Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 

  
AWARDS ..................................................................................... Jace C. Gatewood 
 Dean 
  
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD 
COREY MARTIN ...................................................................... 

Dr. Bridgett Ortega 
Associate Dean of Career Services and  
Professional Development, AJMLS 

  
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD AND 
INTRODUCTION OF 
HONORABLE JUDGE ANGELA DUNCAN ................... 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean 

  
ADDRESS .................................................................................... 
 

Honorable Angela Duncan 
Superior Court Judge for Gwinnett County 

  
CONFERRING OF DEGREE ............................................... Jace C. Gatewood 

Dean 
 Dr. Michael C. Markovitz, Chairman  

Board of Directors, AJMLS 
  
REMARKS FROM THE CLASS ............................................. Morgan Eipper 

2021 Valedictorian – Part-Time Division  
Miriam Perfecto 
2021 Valedictorian – Full-Time Division 

  
REMARKS FROM CHAIRMAN OF THE  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ....................................................... 

Randy Fry 
Class of 1999 

  
BENEDICTION......................................................................... Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 
  
CLOSING REMARKS .............................................................. Jace C. Gatewood 

 Dean 
  
RECESSIONAL .......................................................................... 
 

Grand March from "Aida" by Verdi 

The Audience is requested to remain seated during the recessional. 
 
As a courtesy to our guests, we ask that you silence all communication devices and assure that all small children are 

monitored or removed if causing a distraction. 



 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Honors 
 
Corey Martin 
 
Corey Martin is the Founder and Managing Partner at The Law Offices of Martin & Associates 
located in Douglasville, Georgia. His law practice focuses on Criminal Defense, Immigration and 
Personal Injury. He is a Senior Adviser for Martin Financial Solutions and Counsel for J&A Sports 
Management. He graduated with Honors in 2009 from Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School and 
received his undergraduate Math Degree from Excelsior College. While in law school Corey 
externed with the IRS, Douglas County Solicitor General’s Office and the Department of Homeland 
Security- Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Corey is an eight (8) year military veteran and  is 
the Supervising Attorney of AJMLS’, Veterans Legal Clinic located at Fort McPherson, Georgia. 
The Legal Clinic represents veterans free of charge in misdemeanor criminal cases throughout the 
State of Georgia. He is an active member of the AJMLS Alumni Board and frequently volunteers to 
help students prepare for the legal field. 
 
Corey is a 2020 Daily Report Distinguished Leaders Award Honoree and the recipient of the 2020 
State Bar of Georgia, William B. Spann Jr. Award. He is also a Douglas County Partner in 
Education, a Douglas County Juvenile Court Administrative Council Member, a Match Mentor, a 
Partner of Fundacion Voces Unidas and a member of several Boards.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Honorable Angela Duncan 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Honors The Honorable Angela Duncan 

 
Angela D. Duncan is the newest Superior Court Judge in the Gwinnett Judicial Circuit and 
was appointed by Governor Brian Kemp to fill the newly created eleventh (11th) Judge 
position.   
She earned a bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice from North Georgia College.  She served 
in the U.S. Army Reserves from March 1987 to March 1995 as a light-weight vehicle 
mechanic. 
 
She later attended John Marshall Law School to obtain her law degree.  Duncan attended 
AJMLS part-time attending both day and night classes while also maintaining a full time job. 
Throughout her study, she sought to experience different areas of law by working at a 
different firm each year of law school. She learned every aspect of private firms, from 
working in the file room to becoming a law librarian assistant and court runner. She also 
experienced many different law practices prior to graduation, from labor law and appellate 
work to personal injury and criminal defense. 
 
It was during her third year of study, and work at the former Gambrell and Stolz, that her 
interest was piqued in serving on the bench. Irwin W. Stolz, Jr., who served on the Georgia 
Court of Appeals from 1972-1977, was an excellent mentor and teacher during her 
employment at the firm. 
 
While continuing her practice of law, Judge Duncan served as a Judge in the Cities of 
Chamblee, Snellville, Doraville, and Norcross Municipal Courts and as a part-time Judge for 
the Magistrate Court in Gwinnett County before she was appointed as a full-time Magistrate 
Court Judge in 2016.  As a full-time Magistrate Court Judge, she primarily presided over 
Superior Court matters by designation.  She was the Chief Judge in the City of Chamblee 
when Governor Kemp appointed her to the Superior Court bench in Gwinnett County. 
During her tenure serving as Judge for multiple agencies, Judge Duncan has presided over 
complex litigations comprising of domestic, criminal, and civil matters, each time 
administering justice objectively with respect and dignity to all parties involved. Judge 
Duncan’s knowledge, education, and experience as well as the manner in which she conducts 
herself and any court preceding she presides over have made her an extremely respected and 
valued member of the Gwinnett legal community. 
 
Judge Duncan’s passion for service is not just reserved for the legal system in Gwinnett 
County.  When she is not presiding over court proceedings she can be found out in the 
community participating in one of the many outreach programs she is a member of such as 
volunteering for the Veterans Resource Center and serving as a board member for Gold Star 
Monument. 
 
Judge Duncan resides in Lawrenceville with her wife, Michele, and children, Brody and Ale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

 
                                                                            December 2019 

 

Jonathan Scott Blackwell 
Gregory Wayne Bowen Jr., cum laude 
Angela Michelle Cross 
Abhish Rajendrakumar Desai 
Breana Hampton 
Jeremy Brian Holmes 
Sabrina Mari Martin 

Ashley Brooke Mashburn 
Marta Carolina Mora 
Chanceity N. Robinson 
Rasheda Dennis Robinson 
Sydney Elyse Robinson 
Shauki Mandessa Smith 
Angel S. White 

Nikita Ali 
Jezreel M. Amica 
J. Avery Archer, summa cum laude 
Brittany Elizabeth Bard 
Bryce A.  Bell 
Keona Monay Blunt  
Brittany Bromfield  
Hunter Michael Burkhalter, cum laude 
Jessica Lynn Swords Burton, cum laude 
Jada Shantal Butler, cum laude 
Mayara Queiroz Carvalho 
Carol Leguero Chapman  
Elizabeth Grace Chapman 
Sana Altaf Cheema  
Jayla Cooley 
Austin Christopher Dabney 
Logan Forrest Dale  
Stephanie Jane Dennis  
Somalia Dione Dixon  
Paige Alexandra Duncan  
James David Elliott 
Kathryn Elizabeth Emig, cum laude 
Thomas William Farmer, III 
Melanie Fenley, cum laude 
Milissa Marie Fisher, cum laude 
John Louis Gibson  
Chelsea Shaniqua Golding*  

Breeahna Helena Tanyce Gresham* 
Ashley Dean Hamby 
Robert Hamilton  
Isaiah Harry  
Cassie Nicole Hartpence*  
Jeremy Paul Harville  
Dallas Lauren Hawkins 
Aisha A. Hill 
Taneris Terell Hill  
Chelsie Camile Hinton  
Vladimir Holmes  
Kiyana M. Hunt 
Ekram Y. Ismael  
Maya Jihan Jeanpierre  
Bethany Nicole Johnston  
Robert G. Leone, magna cum laude* 
Margaret J. Long  
Joseph Edmond Lynch  
Dillon Russell Mackel 
Kristen Lee MacKenzie 
Awa Fatou Marenah 
Sydni Shee Marshall* 
Pamela Nicole McCloud  
Melissa J. McKinney 
Hali Rebecca Minter  
Alix Courtney Orlando 
Teana Seant'e Overton 

                                                       CANDIDATES 

                                                  JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 

                                                                          May 2020 



 

*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
  

 

Ariel Marie Patrick 
Belinda Nayades Ramon  
Courtney Nicole Rickles  
Sasha Simone Robinson  
Fredis Romero, magna cum laude 
Cierra Nicole Shope-Rushton, cum laude 
Christopher James Smith  
Rebekah Ann Sprayberry 

Bryce Austin Stephens 
Marie Wofford Sussenbach 
Lauren Brooke Tapp  
Bianca Lenore Taraschi 
Jessica L. Thompson  
Lauren Elizabeth Thompson  
Traci E. Trippe, cum laude 
Sydney Bohannon Tucker 

Joseph McCarroll Banks 
Angelica Larelle Evans 
Terrence Daniel Wilford John 

Nicholas Brandon Pope, magna cum laude 
Andrew Tuggle, cum laude 
Dennis Shane Woods, Jr. 

 

 
Yoana Maribel Banuelos 
Jared Seth Claxon 
Jessica Monserratt Devins 
Ashley Lynn McDonald 
Miracle  Champale McGowan 

Alexandra Mosiyachenko 
 Mandira Sethi 
 Renee Elaine Taylor 
 Martin A. Thomas 
 Ashley Alexis Winston 

Karla Vidal Barrios 
Melissa Barrett 
Brenna Denia Bates 
Glynneisha Jenny Bellamy 
Claxton J. Boutwell, cum laude 
Charles Logan Carr, magna cum laude* 
Whitnie Lúchelle Carter  
Justin Carth Cavanaugh 
Stephen Andrew Crabtree 
Don Alan Dixon, Jr. 
Morgan Eipper, summa cum laude 
Kiara Richelle Flantroy 
Gianna Franceschini, magna cum laude 
Gulliana L. Goehring, cum laude 
Reginald Anthony Greene Jr. 
Daniel Y. Guo 

Martha Tewolde Habtemicael 
Yvette Hill 
Delesia S. Horton 
Jenna Marie Hough 
Don'Etrick Ja'Rod Houston 
Sherin Hylan, cum laude 
Catheryne Jenkins 
Jessica Lea Jones* 
Sarah Khan 
Nicole Hejune Kim 
Delenia Anita King 
Jeffery Scott Knight 
Brittany Shajuan Larcart 
Bryson Kiara Lax* 
Brittany Leigh Lenoch 
Ashley S. Lewis 

                                                            June/July 2020 

                                                          December 2020 

                                                         CANDIDATES 

                                                 JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
 
                                                              May 2021 
 



 

*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

Ashley Lindsey 
Emory Lott 
Adam Carson Lowney 
Marie T. Martin, cum laude 
Cynthia Dawn McDonald 
Damilola Elizabeth Olatunde 
Aristides D. Passas, cum laude 
Mario Andres Pereira* 
Miriam Perfecto, magna cum laude 
Kristian Audrianna Postma, cum laude 
Thomas Kell Randall Jr.* 
Jessica Marie Ratliff 
Imani Redd 
Matthew Repella, summa cum laude 
Renee' S. Richardson 
Megan Maloney Sale, cum laude 

  Cherie Nicole Sebro 
  Mahek Shah 
  Thomas William Sizemore 
  Suncearae Q. Spears 
  Heather Shannon Thornburg 
  Mindi Lynn Thrash, cum laude 
  Nicholas Brian Vowell 
  Zachary James Warfel 
  Tyler James White 
  Christopher Williams, cum laude 
  Stacy Lee Williams 
  Victoria Williams 
  Promiss Yvonne Yarber 
  Crystal D. Richmond Yarbrough 
  Vangelis Leonardo Zafiroulis 

 
Bailey Ellis Farner 
Williametta Garnett 
David T. Harrison 

Sydney Saponari 
Mahham Syed 
Justin Wills

 
 

2020 STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 
 

National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student 
Jessica Lynn Swords Burton 

 
Georgia Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Graduate Award 

Teana Seant'e Overton 
 

Pro Bono Distinction 
Paige Alexandra Duncan Fredis Romero 

Ekram Y. Ismael Bryce Austin Stephens 
 

Excellence in Pro Bono  
Kathryn Elizabeth Emig Robert G. Leone 

Breeahna Helena Tanyce Gresham Sydni Shee Marshall 

Chelsie Camile Hinton Marie Wofford Sussenbach 

Traci E. Trippe 
 

The Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears Pro Bono Award 
Teana Seant'e Overton 

 
 
 

                                                                    July2021 



 

 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Award for  
Excellence in Appellate Advocacy 

Kristen MacKenzie 
 

Judge Harold R. Banke Advocacy Award 
J. Avery Archer Hunter Burkhalter 

Bryce Bell Milisa Fisher 
 

The American Bankruptcy Institute Medal of Excellence 
Sasha Simone Robinson 

 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Outstanding Graduate Award 

Full-Time: Sydni Shee Marshall Part-Time:     Bianca Lenore Taraschi 

    

HENNING AWARD FOR THE ATLANTA BAR ASSOCIATION  
DISPUTE RESOLUTION SECTION 

Chelsie Camile Hinton 
 

ORDER OF QUILL 
J. Avery Archer 
Nicholas Pope 

 
ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW JOURNAL EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

Marie Wofford Sussenbach 
Editor-in-Chief 

Nicholas Brandon Pope 
Executive Managing Editor 

Tia Neissani 
Executive Articles Editor 

 

Alix Courtney Orlando 
Executive Notes and Comments Editor 

Jessica Lynn Swords Burton 
Executive Legislative Editor 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

  2021 STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 
 

National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student 
Kristian Postma 

 
Georgia Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Graduate Award 

Brittany Lenoch 
 

Pro Bono Distinction 
Yvette Hill 

  
Excellence in Pro Bono  

Morgan Eipper Tyler White 

Ashley Lewis Stacy Williams 

 
The Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears Pro Bono Award 

Yvette Hill 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Award for  
Excellence in Appellate Advocacy 

Mandira Sethi Zachary Warfel 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Outstanding Graduate Award 
Full-Time: Morgan Eipper Part-Time:     Ashley S. Lewis  

 Marie T. Martin  Promiss Yvonne Yarber  
   Matthew James Repella 
   Miriam Perfecto  
   Meaghan Maloney Sale 

 
HENNING AWARD FOR THE ATLANTA BAR ASSOCIATION  

DISPUTE RESOLUTION SECTION 
Damilola Elizabeth Olatunde 

 
ORDER OF QUILL 

Charles Logan Carr, Scholar 
Morgan Eipper, Honor Scholar and Marshall of the Order 

Gianna Carolina Franceschini, Scholar 
 

ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW JOURNAL EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Miriam Perfecto 
Editor-in-Chief 

Tessa Martin 
Executive Managing Editor 

Charles Carr 
Executive Legislative Editor 

 
 

Thomas William Sizemore 
Online Access and Internet Presence Editor 



 

 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

FACULTY 

K. Lee Adams 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Joanna B. Apolinsky 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
J.D., Georgia State University College of 
Law 
 
Anthony Baker 
Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of North Carolina School 
of Law 
LL.M. University of Wisconsin Law 
School 
 
 
 
 

Kathleen M. Burch 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Rosary College 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Robert J. D’Agostino 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Columbia College 
M.A., Columbia University 
J.D., Emory University School of Law 
 
Kari Mercer Dalton 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Boston College 
J.D., Loyola University 
 
Elizabeth M. Jaffe 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Emory University 
J.D., Washington University School of 
Law 
 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean and Professor of Law 
A.B., Georgetown University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 

Judith Barger 
Associate Dean 

Of Administrative Programs 
B.S., Wright State University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
 

Michael S. Boone 
Associate Dean of Academic Programs 

and Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Texas Christian University 
J.D., Franklin Pierce Law Center 

LL.M., Temple University School of Law 
 

Sheryl E. Harrison-Mercer 
Associate Dean of Students Affairs  
B.S., North Carolina Agricultural & 

Technical State University 
M.B.A., Wake Forest University 

J.D., University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 

 

Dr. Bridgett Ortega 
Associate Dean of Career Services and  

Professional Development 
B.A., San Jose State University 
M.A., University of Phoenix 

J.D., Lincoln University Law School 
 

Hope Jamison 
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs 

B.A., Cornell University 
J.D., Rutgers School of Law 

 



 

 

Neva Browning Jeffries 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Michael J. Lynch 
Director of Law Library  
and Professor of Law 
Ph.D., University of Detroit 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
M. Librarianship, Emory University 
 
Suparna Malempati 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Dartmouth College 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Lance McMillian 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
 

Michael Mears 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Mississippi State 
M.S., Mississippi State 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Jonathan Rapping 
Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Chicago 
M.P.A., Princeton University 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Lisa Tripp 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., East Carolina University 
J.D., George Washington University Law 
School 
 
Jeffrey A. Van Detta 
The John E. Ryan Professor of Int'l 
Business   & Workplace Law 
B.A., Union College 
J.D., Albany Law School of Union 
University

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Dr. Michael C. Markovitz 
Chairman of the Board 

Sarasota, Florida 
 

Dean Frank T. Read 
Vice Chairman of the Board 
President and Dean Emeritus 
South Texas College of Law 

Ocala, Florida 
 

Honorable Carol W. 
Hunstein 

Chief Justice, Supreme Court 
of Georgia 

Atlanta, Georgia  
  

Adam Malone, Esq. 
Partner, Malone Law 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

Patrise M. Perkins-
Hooker, Esq. 

County Attorney, Fulton 
County, Georgia 

 

Kevin Ross, Esq. 
President, Kevin Ross Public 

Affairs Group LLC 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Dean James P. White 
Consultant Emeritus, Section 

on 
Legal Education & 

Admission to the Bar 
American Bar Association 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Kwaku C. George (KC) 
Director, National 

Development Council 

 
 
Private philanthropic support is critical to the continued success of Atlanta’s John Marshall 
Law School. With your continued support, we can make a difference for future generations 

of Atlanta’s John Marshall lawyers through financial assistance. 

Make a Secure Online Gift Today at www.johnmarshall.edu/giving 

For additional information on giving, please contact Wendy Aina, Chief Development 
Officer, at giving@johnmarshall.edu or via phone at (678) 916-2674. 

 

 

There will be a reception for graduates and guests immediately following the ceremony directly outside the 
ballroom. In order to remain strictly in compliance with CDC guidelines, please continue wearing your mask and 
maintain a safe distance from other parties. Please limit extended social interactions and exit the venue as soon as 

possible. 
 

Music by Amadeus String Ensemble 
Photography by Grad Images 

http://www.johnmarshall.edu/giving
mailto:giving@johnmarshall.edu

