
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
 

 
 

Commencement Exercises 
Class of 

Two Thousand and Nineteen 
 
 

Georgia World Congress Center 
Sidney Marcus Auditorium 

 
One Thirty p.m. 

 
 

May 18, 2019 
Atlanta, Georgia 



 
 

  
PRELUDE ..........................................................................  
 

Prelude, Sigurd Jorsalfor by Edvard Grieg 

PROCESSIONAL .............................................................  
 

Pomp and Circumstance March by Edward Elgar 

WELCOME ........................................................................   
 

Malcolm L. Morris 
Dean 

  
NATIONAL ANTHEM ..................................................  
 

Freddie Britt 

INVOCATION ..................................................................  
 

Rev. Coile Estes 

AWARDS  ...........................................................................  Malcolm L. Morris 
 Dean 
  
INTRODUCTION OF  
CONGRESSWOMAN LUCY MCBATH.....................  

Malcolm L. Morris 
Dean 

  
ADDRESS ...........................................................................  
 

Congresswoman Lucy McBath  
United States House of Representatives 

  
HOODING CEREMONY..............................................  Jace Gatewood 
 Associate Dean and 

Associate Professor of Law 
  
 Judith Barger 
 Associate Dean of Academic Administration 
  
CONFERRING OF DEGREE ......................................  Malcolm L. Morris 
 Dean 
  
REMARKS FROM THE CLASS....................................  Jillian A. Sheridan 

Valedictorian – Part-Time Division 
Jarrett L. Miller 
Valedictorian – Full-Time Division 

  
BENEDICTION ...............................................................  Rev. Coile Estes 
  
CLOSING REMARKS .....................................................  Malcolm L. Morris 
 Dean 
  
RECESSIONAL ................................................................  
 

Grand March from "Aida" by Verdi 

The Audience is requested to remain seated during the recessional. 
 

As a courtesy to our guests, we ask that you silence all communication devices and assure that all small 
children are monitored or removed if causing a distraction. 

 



 

 
                                                                            December 2018 

 

Bradley  D. Bennett 
Christopher R. Futch 
Tiffiney D. Hodge 
Tom B. Kirkbride 
Joshua S. Kulah 
Jonelle K. Lacy 
Anthony McKee 

Amy S. Price 
Barbara K. Russell  
Jillian A. Sheridan, magna cum laude 
Eddie G. Stone 
Russel T. Taylor 
Zenobia E. Trexler 
April B. Yoo

Erick Andres Vargas Abarca 
Brittanie' Elizabeth Allen, cum laude 
Sydney Blaine Allison 
Jesus Ulises Arredondo 
Tarla Saverne Atwell, cum laude 
Amber R. Austin 
Amber Hope Baker 
Sara B. Batchelor 
Samantha Michelle Beskin * 
Debora Marie Blair 
Kevin M. Blanco * 
Dennis Cress Bost II, cum laude 
Joanna Boyd 
John Michael Bunder 
Zachary Paul Burden 
Naja N. Burroughs 
Cristo'bal Andres Byrnes 
Alexa Paige Callaway 
Priscilla Anahi Revollo Castlebary 
Frank Allen Cleveland IV 
Casey Cooper 
Constance Stinson Copeland 
Gabriel LeVarn Daniel, cum laude 
Bryan David Dayton, cum laude 
Alika Sancha Deal 
Taylor Power Deciano, cum laude 
Ellen Dorsey-Williams 
Tiffany Dumas 
Rosa Cristina Dunkley 
Teresa Renee Jacobs Everhardt 
Natalie Christina Foster 
Sharif Akeem Fulcher, cum laude* 

Vinita Gandhi 
Alexander Ray Grace 
Rebecca Lynne Graham * 
Adriauna C. Gunn 
Michelle Patricia Hall * 
Dwight Antoine Harris Jr. * 
Jamie Nicole Hartry 
Angeline Kemia Hatcher 
Daniel Herrera 
Ivrol Hines, magna cum laude 
Jasmine Nicole Holman 
Courtnee Shenise Hood 
David E. Houston Jr. 
Latonya Clarice Izzard 
Andrea Jenise Jolly 
Rico D. Jones 
Cortney Lynn Jonker 
Katherine Van Sant Karassik 

La Jimmie Dequebra Ny'Shae King * 
Meciala S. King 
Jessica Kortman 
Hassan Kouyate, cum laude 

Melissa Rachel Kreimer * 

Tereza Kucerova 

Jamilah Christina Lee* 

Michael Brandon Lee 
Myeedah Abigail Leslie-Green 

Roderick Donovan Malone 
Precious Renee' Marsh 
McCoy Garrett Martinez 
Jane Maria McCoy 
Danielle Alyse McCray, cum laude 

                                                          CANDIDATES 

                                                  JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 

                                                                          May 2019 



*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 

Andrienne Kerena McKay 
Jarrett L. Miller, summa cum laude 
Randall Mixon 
Allison Taylor Newell 
Ashley Nicole Pate 
Yogin Patel 
Taylor Burkhalter Patterson 
Michael D. Paul, Jr. 
Adriana Michelle Pedro * 
David Lee Popwell 
Anthony Vincent Ray 
Jordan Elizabeth Riser 
Benjamin John Rollins 
Ziara Rose Sahai, cum laude 
Sofia Sanclemente 
Atoosa Banaee Schofield 
Travian Ashley Scott 
Genghis X. Shakhan 

Jana Noelle Sloane, cum laude 
Joseph L. Smith IV 
Ava K. O'Brien Standard 
JoVanne Tatianna Natasha Stewart 
Carter Allen Tenney 
Bionca Trene'e Thomas * 
Tia Jharda Thornton 
Derinda Mason Thurmon * 
Maria Jose' Subiria Tortorello 
Heather Elizabeth Tucker, magna cum laude * 
Alycia C. Vail 
Rodney T. Vining Jr. 
Anthony DeShun Walker 
Elvita R. Walters 
Danielle Nicole Whittaker, cum laude 
Chelsea K. Wilkerson 
Donald A. Wright, III 
Mason Sungnam Yi 

 

Pantia Anderson 
Asendra Lashea Davis 
Ashuana Tonicka Gbye 
Maria Elena Hernandez 

Shantia Meon Jones 
Samuel Ojo 
Esra Abdulrahman Radai 
Sade Aniece Sesay 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                         CANDIDATES 

                                                 JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
 
                                                          December 2019 



 

STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 
 

National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student 
Ayrn Sedore 

 
Georgia Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Graduate Award 

Natalie Christina Foster 
 

Pro Bono Distinction 
Dennis Cress Bost II Asendra Lashea Davis 

Ellen Dorsey-Williams Rosa Cristina Dunkley 
Sharif Akeem Fulcher Dwight Antoine Harris Jr. 

Tom B. Kirkbride Myeedah Abigail Leslie-Green 
Maria Jose' Subiria Tortorello 

 
Excellence in Pro Bono  

Samantha Michelle Beskin Michelle Patricia Hall 

Benjamin John Rollins 
 

The Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears Pro Bono Award 
Danielle Nicole Whittaker 

 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Award for  

Excellence in Appellate Advocacy 
Natalie Christina Foster 

JoVanne Tatianna Natasha Stewart 
 

Judge Harold R. Banke Advocacy Award 
Samantha Michelle Beskin 

 
The American Bankruptcy Institute Medal of Excellence 

Jarrett L. Miller 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Outstanding Graduate Award 
Full-Time: Taylor Power Deciano Part-Time:     Alexa Paige Callaway 

 Sharif Akeem Fulcher   

 
HENNING AWARD FOR THE ATLANTA BAR ASSOCIATION  

DISPUTE RESOLUTION SECTION 
Constance Stinson Copeland 

 
ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW JOURNAL EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 
Taylor Power Deciano 
Editor-in-Chief 

Heather Elizabeth Tucker 
Executive Managing Editor 

Marie Wofford 
Executive Articles Editor 

 
Adrienne Kerena McKay 

Executive Notes and Comments Editor 
Ellen Dorsey-Williams 

Executive Legislative Editor 
 



 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

FACULTY 

K. Lee Adams 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Joanna B. Apolinsky 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
J.D., Georgia State University College of 
Law 
 
Anthony Baker 
Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of North Carolina School 
of Law 
LL.M. University of Wisconsin Law 
School 
 
Michael S. Boone 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Texas Christian University 
J.D., Franklin Pierce Law Center 
LL.M., Temple University School of Law 
 
Kathleen M. Burch 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Rosary College 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
Robert J. D’Agostino 

Professor of Law 
B.A., Columbia College 
M.A., Columbia University 
J.D., Emory University School of Law 
 
Kari Mercer Dalton 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Boston College 
J.D., Loyola University 
 
Elizabeth M. Jaffe 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Emory University 
J.D., Washington University School of 
Law 
 
Neva Browning Jeffries 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of Virginia School of Law 
 
 
Michael Loudenslager 
Legal Writing Professional 
B.A., Miami University 
J.D., Washington and Lee University 
School of Law 
 
Michael J. Lynch 
Director of Law Library  

Malcolm L. Morris 
Dean and Professor of Law 

B.S., Cornell University 
J.D., SUNY at Buffalo 

LL.M., Northwestern University 
 

Jace Gatewood 
Associate Dean 

and Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Georgetown University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 

Judith Barger 
Associate Dean 

and Visiting Professor 
B.S., Wright State University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 

Sheryl E. Harrison-Mercer 
Associate Dean of Students Affairs  
B.S., North Carolina Agricultural & 

Technical State University 
M.B.A., Wake Forest University 

J.D., University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 

 

Dr. Bridgett Ortega 
Assistant Dean of Experiential Learning 

B.A., San Jose State University 
M.A., University of Phoenix 

J.D., Lincoln University Law School 
 



 

and Professor of Law 
Ph.D., University of Detroit 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
M. Librarianship, Emory University 
 
Suparna Malempati 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Dartmouth College 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Lance McMillian 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Michael Mears 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Mississippi State 
M.S., Mississippi State 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nancy Millar 

Legal Writing Professional 
B.S., Syracuse University 
J.D., University of Miami School of Law 
 
Jonathan Rapping 
Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Chicago 
M.P.A., Princeton University 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Heather Ryfa 
Legal Writing Professional 
B.A., University of Georgia 
J.D, Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Lisa Tripp 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., East Carolina University 
J.D., George Washington University Law 
School 
 
Jeffrey A. Van Detta 
The John E. Ryan Professor of Int'l 
Business   & Workplace Law 
B.A., Union College 
J.D., Albany Law School of Union 
University 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



 

ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Dr. Michael C. Markovitz 

Chairman of the Board 
Sarasota, Florida 

 

Dean Frank T. Read 
Vice Chairman of the Board 
President and Dean Emeritus 
South Texas College of Law 

Ocala, Florida 
 

Honorable Carol W. 
Hunstein 

Chief Justice, Supreme Court 
of Georgia 

Atlanta, Georgia  
  

Adam Malone, Esq. 
Partner, Malone Law 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

Patrise M. Perkins-
Hooker, Esq. 

County Attorney, Fulton 
County, Georgia 

 

Kevin Ross, Esq. 
President, Kevin Ross Public 

Affairs Group LLC 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Dean James P. White 
Consultant Emeritus, Section on 

Legal Education & Admission to the Bar 
American Bar Association 

Indianapolis, Indiana 
 

 
 
 

There will be a reception for graduates and guests immediately following the ceremony in room A412 of the 
Georgia World Congress Center. 

 
Music by Amadeus String Ensemble 

Photography by Grad Images 


